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Featured Students
We have many wonderful students in the KVE family and we are
very proud of them. This issue of KVE Connection spotlights some of
those students and their amazing achievements and hard work. Their
success is our success and we wish to congratulate all of our students
as we close out a great school year at KVE.
Michael Stockwell

per as a Possible Bactericide for Contact
Surfaces,” in Orlando last month. The research shows that copper kills any bacteria on its surface.
Michael has received the Chancellor’s Scholarship from the University of Missouri–Rolla
and a Type 1, Air Force ROTC scholarship.
“(This is) a wonderful accomplishment
for a great MoVIP student,” said Carole Riesenberg, Academic Coach for MoVIP. “I am
most impressed with the sophistication of
the research, his ability to amass information using the scientific method, his obvious understanding of his subject matter,
and the respect with which he is regarded
by Dr. Shelby.”
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MoVIP student Michael Stockwell has been
busy staking his claim in the science and engineering field. He recently attended the Missouri Junior Science, Engineering and Humanities Symposium in St. Louis, MO, where his
research paper was selected as one of the top
36 papers from more than 350 submitted.
Michael performs his microbiology research
at the University of Missouri–Columbia,
where he works with Dr. Kent Shelby of the
USDA Agricultural Research Service. Dr.
Shelby, pictured here with Michael, is a research entomologist at the ARS Biological
Control of Insects Laboratory specializing
in organismal biology.
After winning three statewide competitions in Missouri, Michael presented his
2008 research, “The Killing Game: Cop-

continued on next page . . .
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Featured Students

continued

Erica Westenberg
Erica Westenberg, a MoVIP ninth grader
from Rolla, MO, performs in the first violin
section with the St. Louis Symphony Youth
Orchestra, a prestigious group of 100 young
performers ranging in age from 12 to 22.

Gerek Meinhardt
Gerek Meinhardt, a 17-year-old senior and
KCPS student, will be participating in the
2008 Olympics in Beijing, China,
this summer. The San Francisco
native is the youngest American
fencer ever to grace the Olympic
field.

Erica began playing the violin when she was
seven years old and joined the Youth Symphony in 2005. The group rehearses weekly
during the school year and presents three
programs each season in Powell Symphony
Hall under the leadership of Scott Parkman,
the Symphony’s Assistant Conductor, and
with the support of the Youth Symphony
manager, Peggy Neilson.
Erica’s future goals include possibly becoming a doctor specializing in the treatment of
professional musicians. In addition to her

Joey Page
KCPS student Joey Page was recently
featured on Radio Disney as Disney’s
Incubator Artist, which is for up-andcoming singers. According to Radio
Disney’s website, the 17-year-old
completed a recent nationwide mall
tour, followed by performances at
historical venues across the nation and shows with other teenage
performers, including several performances in front of thousands of
fans with the Jonas Brothers, Sean
Kingston, Paula DeAnda, Jump 5,
and Everlife.

Gerek currently holds the nation’s
top ranking among men’s foilists
and is ranked second in the world
among under-20 foilists, according to Notre Dame, where Gerek
has signed on to join the fencing
program for 2008–09 school year.
Gerek began fencing at the age of
10 and has been ranked first in the
nation at five different age groups
(ranging from 12 years old to the
senior-level listing).
“This is really one of our finest
moments for a student–athlete,”
said Tim Lafferty, KCPS Principal.
Gerek’s progress in fencing competitions can be viewed via the USFA website
(www.usfencing.org) and the international
fencing site (www.fie.ch). His interview with
a local ABC station can be viewed here.

musical accomplishments, Erica competed
in and won the Missouri History Day competition in the exhibits category on April 12.
She will attend the national competition in
Washington, D.C., this summer.

Joey has also been featured in the
Fall 2007 issue of One Praise magazine and the Triple Treat issue of PopStar
magazine. The Orlando resident is currently
recording his debut album.
To learn more about Joey, view his
Radio Disney page or his MySpace page
Good luck on your new album, Joey!

Be sure to root Gerek on this summer
during the 2008 Olympics!
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Featured Students

continued

Jacob Miller
Jacob Miller, a junior ranked 11th in his class
at MoVIP, qualified and competed in the
2007 National Barrel Horse Association Youth
World Championships in Jackson, MS. The
Gainesville, MO, resident began riding quarter horses about five years ago after watching his sister riding and attending
rodeos—and begging for
his own.
Jacob is hoping to finish
his high school studies early
so he can attend college and earn
a pharmaceutical degree or become
a CPA. But horses will still be a part of his
future, said Jacob, as he feels riding and
barrel racing is a natural fit for him. Jacob
and his horse, Dashin’ Ole Jet, will compete again this year in Jackson for the 2008
NBHA Youth World Championships.
Jacob says that MoVIP is a wonderful program
for students who can work independently,
are self motivated, and don’t need the direct
supervision of an Instructor. Jacob is a great
example of MoVIP’s value to students who
are ambitious, determined, and motivated.

Ryan Sweeting
Former UMOHS (now KCPS) student Ryan
Sweeting played in the Sony Ericsson Open,
held in Miami, FL, March 26 through April
6. Ryan won his first round against Italy’s
Filippo Volandri 6-3, 6-2 but was defeated
in the second round by Argentina’s Juan
Monaco 6-3, 7-5. A native of Nassau, Bahamas, Ryan splits his time between Broward
County and Tampa, FL.
Congratulations, Ryan, on your hard work!

“I have not met Jacob, but he was the first
student who contacted me in my role as Academic Coach. We’ve both come a long way
since those early days. He is a good reminder of why I’m in the business of student-centered education,” said Carole Riesenberg.

Adelie Campbell
MoVIP student Adelie Campbell was recently on location in Kansas for The Last
Ounce of Courage, in which she is playing
the part of Lynsie, the best friend of one
of the main characters. Some of the other
cast members are Jennifer O’Neil (Summer
of ‘42), Marshall Teague (The Rock), Rusty
Joiner (Dodgeball), Jenna Boyd (Sisterhood
of the Traveling Pants), and Hunter Gomez
(National Treasure). Adelie’s mom said Adelie, Jenna, and Hunter became great friends
while filming the movie.
Good luck to our rising star: Adelie!

Congratulations to all of our exceptional students!
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Employee News

Special Recognition

Julie Zaring,
Leader Extraordinaire
Julie Zaring, Social Studies Instructional
Team Leader with MoVIP, is an Instructor’s
dream. Having spent six years as an online Instructor and mentor to new Instructors, Julie
knows what it takes to be successful in the
online education field. And as one who truly
believes there’s no “I” in team, she’s made
it her mission to share what she knows. But
don’t take our word for it. Read the following
excerpts from her coworkers.
“Julie is a strong team leader for the Social Studies department. She has managed
through our team meetings to not only communicate the needed information, but also to
make everyone feel like a valuable member of
the team. She has built a real team, to which
we are all proud to belong. She has always
been there for support and advice whenever
we have needed it. She has stepped out of
her comfort zone numerous times to fight
for changes that needed to be made, in the
infancy of our program. She is very well organized and always follows up to make sure
each task is completed. She is a loyal, dedicated employee working to make this a better
organization. She believes in the task before
us and wants to help our state by providing
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a strong virtual program to meet the needs of
Missouri’s youth.”

Thanks to Coach Carole

“Julie has the characteristics of a great leader,
she is loyal, dependable, and makes results
happen. She has stuck with us through thick
and thin. Whenever we have any issues, Julie
makes sure there is a solution. If the solution
is not easily made, she will fight to the end
to get us what we need. Julie puts in a vast
amount of hours for MoVIP and works beyond
the call of duty. She also puts herself out on
the limb to make sure her teachers are treated
fairly. She is the best and we all respect her as
our leader.”

Special thanks to MoVIP’s Academic
Coach Carole Riesenberg. Carole
goes above and beyond to ensure
her students have the support they
need while pursuing their many
interests both within and outside the
classroom. She also makes an effort
to ensure we at KVE get to hear about
the accomplishments and endeavors
of her students. “Thanks Carole—for
helping students be successful inside
and outside of the classroom and
reinforcing the value of what we, as
employees, do by keeping our focus
on the very real lives of our students.”

“Mrs. Zaring is the consummate professional. She is intelligent, competent, compassionate, and proactive. Her high standards
are an inspiration to her team as well as her
students. This Instructional Team Leader is
always willing to help others and possesses
a holistic grasp of the world of virtual education. Julie is right on top of educational
issues and can perceive the big picture.
She works tirelessly to improve MoVIP, and
I value her opinion. Mrs. Zaring is my main
contact within MoVIP and I totally trust her.
What more can you really say than that? I
will add that she never fails to build my selfesteem and she treats her students with the
same sort of respect. Julie is the face, mind,
soul, and heart of MoVIP, and I am proud to
be her colleague. Julie is really a gem!”
Julie said she’s flattered to be recognized by
KVE Connection for her work with MoVIP.
“I am fortunate to have a fantastic department
to work with in this program,” she said. “I have
the joy of working with wonderful Instructors
that bring lots of experience to this program
and have worked hard throughout this year to
ensure our students are receiving a fantastic
Social Studies education.”
When she’s not working, Julie enjoys relaxing with her family (husband, Michael, and
daughters Peyton and Presley), traveling,
scrapbooking, and working with Awana
Sparkies, a church program.

KVE Connection

Just Connected to KVE
Send names and bios of new hires to kvenewsletter@kaplan.edu.

Birthdays
May
Tabitha Shafer, 11th
Denise Mcllwain, 13th
Tamara Rodney, 13th
Peggy Klass, 23rd
Barbara Anderson, 24th

June
Theresa Butts, 13th

Leonel Collazo

Marketing Manager
The newest member of
KVE’s Marketing team, Leonel is focused on marketing material such as print
collateral and direct mail
pieces for both public and
private school audiences.
He garnered much of his experience at
companies such as AOL, Time Warner, and
Robert Half, where he worked before coming to KVE. Originally from Connecticut, Leonel moved to South Florida from Virginia in
2003. Leonel joined the Hollywood team on
March 30 and reports to Julian Acosta.

Porter Beermann, 15th
Rob Becerra, 21st
Lora Vogt, 21st
Penny Becker, 23rd
Kathy Houlihan, 25th

Please let us know
when your birthday is!
Email kvenewsletter@kaplan.edu.
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Bill Dorgan
Writer/Editor

Bill joined the Curriculum
Department in Hollywood,
Monday, May 5. He worked
at Kaplan Higher Education
for over two and a half
years, most recently as
Copy Manager in the Marketing Department. Before joining Kaplan,
Bill worked with Marriott Vacation Club in
Orlando, prior to which he was a freelance
writer. Originally from New Jersey, Bill currently lives right around the corner in Hollywood, making him eligible for the shortest
commute award.旄

Jerry Gordon

Executive Director of Student
Services and Customer
Relationship Management
Jerry will manage KVE’s Admissions, Enrollment, and
Registrar departments, overseeing student acquisition,
call center management,
lead aggregation, and the
instructional call center.
Bringing over 15 years of experience in operations and call center management to
KVE, Jerry also oversaw telesales and customer service in organizations with over
$200 million in annual revenues, and
200 employees. An entrepreneur, Jerry has
two start-ups under his belt. In the first, an
insurance brokerage, he reached $10 million in annual sales in less than two years
before he sold the business. Jerry holds a
BBA in marketing from Hofstra University
and has been a guest lecturer in Aruba, Belize, Grenada, and Panama on behalf of
a cruise association.

Nathan Kimbleton
Academic Coach

Nathan joined KVE’s Academic Operations
team March 10. He worked at Kaplan University for three years, most recently as an
Admissions Team Leader in the Boca office, before coming to Hollywood. Nathan is
originally from Buffalo, NY. He serves as the
Academic Coach for Kaplan University High
School, and reports to Calvin Marshall.

KVE Connection

Just Connected

continued

Joyce Tippins

Registration Specialist

Lauren Meece

Admissions Representative
Lauren joins the Student Services team as a Hollywoodbased Admissions Representative. A Florida native,
Lauren competed in the 2000
Olympics in the sport of judo
as the youngest competitor
ever for the United States with a top ranking
in 1999 of 9th in the world. She graduated
from Florida Atlantic University in 2005 with
a bachelor’s degree in English literature and
recently exited the education field after
teaching and coaching for three years. She is
currently in graduate school and sees KVE as
an opportunity to be in a productive, education-appreciative environment while still attending classes.

Atahualpa Suriel

Registration Specialist
Atahualpa officially started
working in the Hollywood office on March 31, after working as a temp for three
months. He recently graduated from Florida Atlantic
University with a bachelor’s
degree in finance and marketing/advertising. Atahualpa has a lot of experience when
it comes to computers, ranging from graphic
design to Microsoft Office. He is a valuable
member of the Student Services team. Read
more about Atahualpa on KUnet.

Joyce started working for
KVE as a temp in December, and recently became a
full-time member of the
Student Services team. She
moved to Florida from New
York City in September,
where she worked as an elementary school
teacher in the south Bronx. She has quickly
become an indispensable member of the KVE
team. For the full scoop on Joyce, visit her recent KUnet profile on Who’s News.

Rafael Quintero

Vice President of Strategy and Finance
Rafael joined the Hollywood
office in late March. He has
years of strategic and financial planning experience.
He worked most recently
with Meritas schools, an
owner and operator of private K–12 schools with over 10,000 students
in the U.S. and around the world. Rafael has
worked in a wide range of companies, in both
private and public sector, and has a rare combination of an entrepreneurial spirit and outstanding business skills. He will be responsible for all financial functions, including
budgets, forecasts, and vendor management,
and will also provide input and insight on system, process, and acquisition strategies. On
an interim basis, Rafael will have oversight of
the public school markets.

All hiring managers should email the names of new hires to
Maithe Curbelo, our Hollywood receptionist, for inclusion in the
KVE email distribution list. Please include all contact info for that
employee, and indicate whether the person will be remote or
onsite. Email mcurbelo@kaplan.edu.
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A quick look at other new members
of the KVE team:

Deborah Costanzo
Title: Assistant Registrar
School/Team: Public Schools/
Student Services
Location: Hollywood
Supervisor: Alison Cohen
Start Date: May 5

Tanya Williams
Title: Academic Coach
School/Team: MoVIP
Location: Remote
Supervisor: Carole Riesenberg
Start Date: May 5

Cathia Chatelain
Title: Web Designer
School/Team: Curriculum
Location: Hollywood
Supervisor: Orna Beer
Start Date: May 19

Iqlia Hungerford
Title: Teacher Assistant
School/Team: Private Schools/
Instructional Staff–Psychology
Location: Remote
Supervisor: Charles Meehan
Start Date: May 5

Shanna Dale
Title: Academic Coach, Part-Time
School/Team: MoVIP
Location: Remote
Supervisor: Carole Riesenberg
Start Date: May 5
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Departmental News
Office of Institutional Effectiveness

The Office of Institutional Effectiveness
(OIE) is managed by Director Linda Boone,
pictured here. Linda will be hiring an analyst over the summer, which means the OIE
will soon be growing to a department of
two. While the department’s most common
association thus far is with KVE’s accreditation, it is responsible for some of the most
critical initiatives for any academic institution. Linda describes her department’s mission and charge:

Mission: The OIE promotes continuous
improvement in the quality of KVE services
and products by furthering the understanding of the effectiveness of KVE schools
and programs and supporting institutional
decision-makers in setting and meeting
appropriate program outcome goals.

Charge: The OIE is charged with managing systems that produce timely, meaningful, and accurate information for institutional decision-makers in order to support
their strategic program goals and school
improvement plans. The following activities
more specifically define this charge:
OIE-1

EXTERNAL VALIDATION:

Direct the accreditation self-studies for KVE
and its schools, as well as annual reporting
on school improvement initiatives for accreditation maintenance. Ensure submission of required documentation for other
compliance-related relationships (e.g. NCAA
recognition, licensing, etc.).
OIE-2

SURVEYS AND METRICS:

Design and direct the data collection, analysis, and reporting of data for course, student, faculty, student services, and school
performance measures.
OIE-3

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT:

Coordinate with the business development
teams to ensure contract proposals include
appropriate data collection and reporting
systems for desired outcomes and results.
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OIE-4

INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH:

Design and implement research studies that
address institutional needs such as student
retention, operational effectiveness, and
other performance standards.
OIE-5

RESOURCE SHARING:

Serve as a knowledge base on issues of compliance, accountability, and assessment.
OIE-6

PROFESSIONAL ENGAGEMENT:

Participate in professional networking activities in order to both build institutional
knowledge and to further the reputation of
KVE in K–12 education.

OIE Oversees Accreditation
Accreditation is one key piece
of the OIE’s charge and Linda
has been managing both the
intensive self-study process
for the private school accreditation visit by SACS and CITA in
late June, as well as the corporate accreditation process.

Visit with accreditation
team goes smoothly
KVE had an outstanding visit with CITA on
April 1 related to KVE’s application for corporate accreditation. At the conclusion of the
visit, the visiting team indicated they were
recommending KVE for corporate accreditation, which was heard by the CITA board
on May 7. Above all, the team commented
that they recognized KVE’s integrity, quality,
and commitment to serving students, and
its leadership. They were highly impressed
with everything they saw and asked that KVE
work with CITA to develop better distance
education standards.
Below are the verbal commendations and
recommendations from the visiting team.
These are not final until KVE receives the
letter from CITA, which is expected soon.

Commendations
• Charles Thornburgh as KVE’s
President has demonstrated
outstanding leadership and vision
• KVE’s focus on distance secondary
education and dividing it into
three separate and distinct
businesses was impressive
• KVE’s proactive involvement
of the Legal Department helped
KVE to achieve its goals
• The self-study document
created was excellent
• KVE’s support by the Finance and
HR departments demonstrated
corporate and contract level controls
• KVE had an extremely qualified
staff that was dedicated to serving
all students at all income levels
• KVE’s information systems were excellent
• KVE had an exemplary QA
process (but could be improved
upon as you will see below)

Recommendations
• KVE should improve its systematic
program assessment and establishment
of trend/tendency analysis
• KVE should provide to the heads of the
schools follow-up recommendations/
needs for improvement resulting from
KVE’s annual, critical analysis of schools
• CITA and KVE should develop a
plan for its schools’ accreditation
• KVE should follow through on its
student retention initiatives
It was an excellent meeting and KVE should
be proud. The team’s efforts definitely were
recognized by the CITA visiting team.
—Information submitted by
John Carreon and Linda Boone

KVE Connection

School News
Private Schools
School Split
Last month KVE successfully changed the name of its private school UMOHS
to Kaplan College Preparatory School (KCPS) and rebranded an extensive amount of
online, print, Web, email, and other collateral. The different departments of KVE came
together in a truly collaborative process, with Instructors, Coaches, Admissions Reps,
Registrars, Marketing Managers, Ops Managers, etc., working long and hard to make
the changes and communicate with students and families, and subsequently continue
to toil to ensure a smooth transition. Enhancements to KCPS will continue to be added
over the summer, and a separate private high school will be added by June to address
the needs of students currently being served by the IS program.

Public Schools
TUSD
As announced in March–April’s KVE
Connection, KVE was selected, as the result
of a lengthy RFP process, to replace Tucson
Unified School District’s (TUSD) existing
virtual school. TUSD cited KVE’s excellent
curriculum, unique virtual instruction
model, and high course completion rates
as reasons they selected KVE. By partnering
with TUSD, KVE has established our first
public virtual school in Arizona.

KVE just received a “thumbs up” for the Colorado statewide
program! Our partner district got approved to manage a multidistrict school, which means that Kaplan Academy of Colorado
(KACO) will serve the entire state of CO, instead of primarily
serving students from the Garfield school district.
A lot of work went into getting KVE to this point—putting
students through their first year at KACO and then completing
the grueling application and approval process to become a
statewide program.

CALENDAR

The school starts as a summer school
program at the end of May, and opens up to
a full high school program in early August.
We anticipate fall enrollment of at least 500
full-time and part-time students.
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Now comes the fun part: attracting a lot of kids to the program
and giving them a fantastic educational experience.
—Information submitted by Matt Given and Andrew Ordover
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June 1: 	KACO Summer School
(first session)
June 6: UMOHS Graduation
June 16: 	TUSD Summer School
(second session)
June 22–24: S
 ACS/CITA
Accreditation Visit
June 25: Roadshow

KVE Connection

Local News
Hollywood, FL
One of these kids is not like the others

KVE’s First Annual Take Our Sons
and Daughters to Work Day
KVE participated in the recent national Take Our
Sons and Daughters to Work Day on Thursday,
April 24. This year marked the fourth year Kaplan
participated in the event and the first year for KVE.
KVE kids came out to Hollywood for a fun-filled
experience and a chance to see what their parents
do every day. The kids were awesome and made
the day a very special inaugural one for KVE.

“Green Shirts”:
Top row, left to right: Kaitlyn Biggs, David Corredor,
Andrew and Michael Curbelo, Joyce Tippins
Bottom row: Tabitha Shafer, Maithe
	Curbelo, Porter Beermann, Wendy and
Chloe Kauffman, Grace Barber

Participants included: Chloe Kauffman (Wendy
Kauffman); Jacob, Mikala, and Rachel Cohen
(Alison Cohen); David Corredor (Martha Martinez);
Julissa Tippins (Joyce Tippins); Robert Becerra (Rob
Becerra); Andrew and Michael Curbelo (Maithe
Curbelo); and Kaitlyn Biggs (Michelle Biggs).

The future of Student Services?
Chloe Kauffman and Jacob Cohen

Robert and Robert Becerra

In addition to spending time with their parents
and learning about their jobs, the participants
got to see a marketing presentation by Executive
Director of Marketing Ellen Bale. They learned a
little about our business and saw some of our
websites and online schools. Director of Enrollment
Wendy Kauffman took the kids through an actual
online course. She ended her course demo with a
virtual frog dissection to show them what taking a
biology class online could be like. Unfortunately,
the dissection took place at the same time as snack
time, but the kids didn’t seem to mind.
The day ended with a graduation ceremony led
by Vice President of Operations José M. Miranda.
He read a letter to the children from Charles
Thornburgh (who was out of the country), asked
them what they had learned, and presented each
child with a medallion.
The day could not have taken place without the
support of employee volunteers—many thanks to
Grace Barber, Maithe Curbelo, Wendy Kauffman,
Joyce Tippins, and Michelle Biggs. We are still
trying to determine whether to categorize Adam
Ewing as a child participant or employee volunteer.
Just kidding—the kids loved him—Adam, thanks for
helping entertain them. Special thanks to Tabitha
Shafer for once again serving as KVE Photographer,
and to Ellen, Wendy, and Jose for contributing to
the events of the day.

Some of our honored graduates

The front desk is covered!
Maithe and her boys

Martha Martinez’s son David at
the graduation ceremony
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Local News

continued

Potluck!
Mmmm. Chicken.
Jesse Perez, Michael Knoll, Tabitha Shafer

To celebrate the first day of KCPS Summer School, Executive
Director of Marketing Ellen Bale organized a Potluck Luncheon
on Thursday, May 1. The food was an eclectic, delicious array
of dishes ranging from Thai curry to chicken fried rice to sweet
potato medley to tomato, mozzarella, and basil salad and
honey baked ham. We are still working on the desserts!
Jesse LaBuff and Calvin
Marshall. Some employees
get menacing around food.

Atahualpa Suriel, Joyce Tippins, Adam Ewing

Orna Beer, Sandra Villanueva, Rebecca Katechis, Matt Given

Does she not see my
plate is empty? Maybe
if I smile she will take
my picture and go away
so I can get food.
Rebecca Katechis and Matt Given again, this time with
Charles Thornburgh. They just look so happy to have food.

Mary-Ellen Kreher, Ellen Bale, Martha Martinez

Food: What’s good in the ’Hood?
Dining Out

Casual Dress for First Day of School
School start days mean casual dress days. . .
summer means summer school! Roll up your
sleeves and get your students started on the
right foot! Check the calendar on page 9 to see
the summer school start days coming up.

Calvin Marshall, Director of Operations, recommends Universe Cafe (1925
Hollywood Blvd., 954.920.3774) and Taverna Yiamis (1948 Hollywood Blvd.,
954.925.1001). “Since I live in downtown Hollywood—several blocks away from
Young Circle—I feel pretty qualified to recommend restaurants in the downtown
area,” said Calvin. “Yiamis serves fantastic Greek food while Universe is outstanding
fare in a café setting. Both locations have comfortable patios and often offer live
music on the weekends.” Check out the websites at www.universecafe.net and
www.tavernayiamas.com.
Where’s your favorite place to eat in the area?
Email your recommendations to kvenewsletter@kaplan.edu.
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